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Spokane County Fire Protection District 8 
MINUTES 

Board of Fire Commissioners Regular Meeting 

Station 82 
 June 9, 2015 

5:00 p.m. 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 5:05 pm by Chair Chuck 

Vyverberg.  In Attendance: Commissioner Lee Boling, Commissioner Andy Rorie, Commissioner 

Chuck Vyverberg, Chief Tony Nielsen, Assistant Chief Greg Godfrey, District Secretary Carol 

Trescott, members of the public and members of the District. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Resolution 15-06, Board of Fire Commissioners Meeting Time Change: 

Commissioner Vyverberg read the text of Resolution 15-06.  Motion made by Commissioner Rorie 

and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to adopt Resolution 15-06, Resolution to Change the 

Time of the Regular Meeting.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 Move:  Executive Session to follow approval of the Consent Agenda 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  Move to approve the 

Agenda as amended. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion made by Commissioner Rorie and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  Move to approve the 

Consent Agenda as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

On behalf of the Glenngrae community, Gary Trowbridge expressed concern with a change proposed 

by the County to the entrance and exit to their gated community.  The plan would eliminate the south 

off ramp and install a structure to slow drivers.  Mr. Trowbridge shared copies of a diagram showing a 

smaller entrance and an island next to the roadway.  He said the smaller entrance would also make it 

difficult for a fire engine to enter.  The Glenngrae covenants and CC&Rs specify the gates are to be 

closed 24-hours a day.  Mr. Trowbridge said it only takes a line of three cars to cause a backup and 

felt closing the gates would cause a traffic problem at the entrance to their community.   

 

Chief Godfrey said the Fire District is aware of the proposed changes and is working with the county 

to address those concerns.  He said Chief Long will contact Mr. Trowbridge to follow up.  

 

The commissioners also requested staff follow up on Mr. Trowbridge’s concerns, and if necessary, 

return to the Board with a recommendation. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The Board adjourned to Executive Session at 5:15 pm, Per RCW 42.30.110(g), to review the 

performance of a public employee.  Commissioner Vyverberg announced Executive Session was 

expected to last one-half hour.  Chief Nielsen was asked to attend. 

 

At 5:45 pm Commissioner Vyverberg announced Executive Session was extended for 15 minutes. 

Carol Trescott was asked to attend. 

 

At 6:07 pm Commissioner Vyverberg called the regular meeting back in session.  No decisions were 

made in Executive Session. 

 

Commissioner Vyverberg called for a recess at 6:08 pm for Recruit Academy Graduation 15-01. 

 

At 6:57 pm Commissioner Vyverberg called the regular meeting back in session. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. District Policy:   The Board scheduled policy workshops for Tuesday, June 23, 6:00 pm at 

Station 81; and Thursday, July 2, 6:00 pm at Station 81.  The Board also moved the July regular Board 

of Fire Commissioner meeting to Tuesday, July 7, 2015, 6:00 pm at Station 82. 

 

Chief Nielsen said five draft policies had been posted for a 30-day comment period.  One comment 

was received on P15.02.01, Continuing Education Reimbursement, requesting consideration for 

education expenses reimbursement be given to all members of the District, not exclusively fulltime 

members. 

 

The Board struck the wording “fulltime” from P15.02.01 which will allow education reimbursement 

consideration be given to all members of the District.   

 

Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Vyverberg:  To adopt policy 

P10.03.01, Hiring and Selection; P10.04.04, Ethics; P10.04.06 Commissioner Conduct; P10.07.20 

Military Leave as presented; and to adopt P15.02.01 Continuing Education Reimbursement, striking 

the wording “fulltime” from the policy. 

 

Amendment to the Motion made by Commissioner Boling and seconded by Commissioner Rorie: To 

exclude adoption of P15.02.01, Continuing Education Reimbursement. The amended motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Chief Nielsen will repost policy P15.02.01, Continuing Education Reimbursement, as revised. 

 

Motion made by Commissioner Vyverberg and seconded by Commissioner Boling:  To move forward 

with P15.01.02 Training policy, and direct the Fire Chief to post for 30-day comment.  The motion 

carried unanimously.  

   

B. Procedures Committee Update:  Captain Jake Hebden provided each commissioner with a 

draft Policy & Procedures manual.  The manuals include policies adopted by the Board to-date, and 

red-lined procedures from the Procedures Committee.  Captain Hebden explained the manual is a 

work-in-progress and will be updated as committee work continues. 
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The commissioners will review the manuals and return them to Captain Hebden at the policy 

workshop on June 23rd. 

 

C. Assistant Chief Work Agreement:  Commissioner Boling agreed to take the lead on writing 

the text of the Assistant Chief’s work agreement.  Carol Trescott is to provide Commissioner Boling 

with language for two areas of the contract; Commissioner Boling will distribute a draft agreement to 

the other commissioners, the Fire Chief, and the District Secretary for their review.  Before the next 

regular meeting, a copy of the agreement will be sent to the Assistant Chief for his review.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Auto Aid Agreement:  The District has had an auto aid agreement in place with Spokane 

Valley Fire for approximately one year.  The agreement allows the closest unit in a call to respond to 

emergencies regardless of jurisdiction.  Since implementation, both agencies have seen improved 

response times, better customer service, and enhanced interagency training.   

 

Last fall, staff began working with the City of Spokane Fire Department administration and labor to 

create an identical agreement.  The auto aid agreement presented to the Board was approved by the 

Spokane City Council on June 1st.  Chief Nielsen requested authorization from the Board to enter into 

the auto aid agreement with the City of Spokane.   

 

Motion made by Commissioner Vyverberg and seconded by Commissioner Rorie:  To enter into the 

auto aid agreement with the City of Spokane. 

 

Amendment to the motion made by Commissioner Vyverberg and seconded by Commissioner Boling: 

To authorize the Fire Chief to sign the auto aid agreement with the City of Spokane.  The amended 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

B. CPR Save Awards:  Chief Nielsen and the Board recognized Captain Jeff Wainwright, 

Firefighter/Paramedic Amanda Austin, and Firefighter/EMT David Bair for their work in saving the 

life of a woman last January.  The Chief presented Wainwright and Austin with a certificate and CPR 

Save pin, and he noted this was Captain Wainwright’s second CPR Save Award and 

Firefighter/Paramedic Austin’s third CPR Save Award.   FF Bair was unable to attend the 

presentation. 

 

Captain Wainwright gave a special thank you to Chief Godfrey, the on-duty chief that day in January.  

He said Chief Godfrey responded to the call and helped with equipment on scene and then transported 

Austin and Bair from the hospital to the station. 

 

EXECUTIVE REPORT by Chief Nielsen 

A. 55th Avenue Annexation Petition – Chief Nielsen reported the District has received no 

additional correspondence regarding annexation from the City of Spokane since the last Board 

meeting.  He provided the Board with a memorandum with recommendations from Brian Snure.   

 

Commissioner Boling agreed with legal counsel’s recommendations.   

 

Chief Nielsen expressed some concern that the City Council squared up their annexation boundaries 

and jumped over Freya to include About Space, a commercial property $5 million in assessed value.  

The revenue to the District from that area is approximately $9,000 per year. 
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Per an annexation agreement with the City, the City of Spokane would be required to pay the Fire 

District an impact for lost revenue.   

 

Captain Wainwright said a lot of effort went into the annexation legislation.  He asked if the Board 

would allow him to share Brian Snure’s memo with the sponsor of the annexation bill, Jeff Simpson. 

He stated he is concerned that the City may be looking at property beyond 55th Avenue.  

 

Commissioner Rorie and Commissioner Vyverberg were in favor of allowing Jeff Simpson to review 

the memo written by legal.  Commissioner Boling cautioned about distributing information that may 

be deemed attorney/client privilege.  He asked that Chief Nielsen confer with legal before sharing the 

memo with Simpson. 

 

Captain Wainwright said it has never been the Fire District’s intent to challenge anyone who wants out 

of the District – which he said is the objective of the apartment complex/s.  However, he is interested 

in why the City chose to include the About Space property.   

 

Chief Nielsen confirmed the Board’s direction that he is to verify with legal that no attorney/client 

issue is involved in sharing the Snure memo with Mr. Simpson. 

 

B. Annual Governance Relations Contract (CRC) Surveys – Chief Nielsen distributed the 

results of two recent Annual Governance Relations Contract Surveys; one taken by the 

Commissioners and the Fire Chief; and the other taken by the membership.   

 

C. Newsletter/Levy Fact Sheet:  Chief Nielsen shared a copy of the District’s Summer Fire 8 

Flyer, and a copy of the Levy Fact Sheet for the August 4th ballot measure.  

 

D. IT Status Update:  Chief Nielsen handed the commissioners a document showing the timeline 

of IT work effort completed by staff, the date/s work occurred, and notes pertaining to each item.  

Staff is continuing to work on resolving the District’s IT issues.    

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Attached 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 IT Status – Commissioner Vyverberg 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Commissioner Vyverberg said he received thank you letters from the second grade students at 

Mullen Road Elementary school for the District’s visit in May.  He presented the letters to the 

Chief to share with the crews at 81s. 

 Commissioner Vyverberg participated in Fire Ops 101 on Saturday, May 30th.   He stated he 

knew the job of a firefighter was tough, but after experiencing that exercise he really 

understood how difficult and challenging it is wearing full PPE in 80 weather.  On the 30th he 

also spoke with Andy Hale of Valley Fire regarding the positive impacts of the auto aid 

agreement. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:39 pm. 

         

 

 

_____________________________________ 
              Charles H. Vyverberg, Chair 

              Fire District 8 Commissioner 

 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 
Carol L. Trescott, District Secretary 


